MUSEUMS & PALACES OF MOSCOW
	Sightseeing tour of Moscow


	A city tour is an excellent way to get a good idea about the city. It will take you to the most remarkable sights of the Russian capital with photo stops at the best picture taking points including Red Square, St. Basil’s the Blessed Cathedral, the Kremlin, the Cathedral of Christ the Saviour once blown up by the Communist and only recently built anew, the White House of Russian Government, KGB Headquarters, Novodevichiy (New Maiden) Convent, Victory Park on Poklonnaya Hill devoted to the victory of the Russian arms over the Nazi Germany, the observation platform on the Sparrow Hills with a breathtaking view on Moscow from this most elevated point of the city.


	The Kremlin
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	The Moscow Kremlin is the centre of the Russian State, a former residence of Russian Tsars. The Russian historian Nicolay Karamzin said: “the Kremlin is a place of great historical recollections.” No doubt the Kremlin and Red Square are the most important sights and at the same time symbols of the whole Russia. Since 1992 the Kremlin has been housing the residence of the president of the Russian Federation; that is why tourists can visit only the part of the Kremlin grounds on which cathedrals, the Armoury Chamber (the oldest museum of Russia) as well as the so-called Diamond Fund, a unique collection of precious stones and jewellery, are situated. The interiors of the cathedrals are decorated with frescoes, icons, precious stones and gold. In the Kremlin near the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great (81 m. in height) the Tsar-Bell, the largest bell in the world, rests on the pedestal. It weighs 202 tonnes; its height is 6.14 m. 
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed: Thursday
Address: Kremlin, Museums of the Kremlin


	The State Armoury Chamber
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	The State Armoury Chamber is one of the oldest museums in Russia. The building of the Armoury Chamber was constructed in 1851 by the architect K.A.Ton especially to house the museum with its world famous collection of jewels. The first mention of the Armoury Chamber of the Moscow Kremlin was in 1508. The museum possesses a supremely rich collection of masterpieces of home and foreign, decorative and applied art of the period from the 4th to the beginning of the 20th century. The bulk of the collection is made up of objects of noble metals, armour and arms. Marvellous works by Russian goldsmiths and silversmiths of the 12th to the beginning of the 20th century: dippers, the priceless regalia of the tsar’s power and objects that belonged to the tsar court ceremonial from the 13th to 18th centuries are displayed in two rooms of the Armoury Chamber. The Armoury Chamber is an encyclopaedia of the Russian history;
each exhibit is a genuine art monument. 
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed: Thursday
Address: Kremlin, Museums of the Kremlin



	The State Tretyakov Gallery
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	It is a world known museum that stores thousands of works of art from ancient Russian icons to modern paintings. Pavel Mikhailovich Tretyakov,the founder of the gallery, started to collect the best works by Russian artists in 1856 and continued to do it for 40 years till his death. At the beginning of the 80s of the 19th century he ordered that a building for the art collection should be constructed in Lavrushinsky Lane. Only after the death of Pavel Mikhailovich the building of the gallery was enlarged to the sketches by the famous Russian artist Viktor Vasnetsov and redecorated in the style correspondent with its purpose. The current exposition comprises the ancient Russian icons of the 12th to 17th centuries as well as paintings, drawings & sculptures of the 18th to 19th centuries along with the Russian avant-garde school among the items. 
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Closed: Monday
Address: 10, Lavrushinsky Lane.


	The Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts
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	The museum is situated in the premises of the former Museum of Fine Arts in the old Moscow street Volkhonka. The building of the museum was constructed to the design by the architect R.Klain in 1898-1912. The
museum is named after the greatest Russian poet and writer Pushkin. The museum constantly increases its collection. The collection of the museum numbers about 5000 paintings, 35000 drawings and engravings, as well as 100000 coins and medals. The exposition of the museum offers an opportunity to get acquainted with the development of the world art from prehistoric period till the present.
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Closed: Monday
Address: 12, Volkhonka street

	The Novodevichy Convent
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	The convent was founded at the beginning of the 16th century and was originally one of the most important “guards” of Moscow in the south-west. It is a beautiful architectural monument and one of the most famous convents of Russia. It was established by Basil III, the father of Ivan the Terrible, in commemoration of the reconquering of the old Russian town Smolensk by Russia in1524 after the Lithuanian invasion. Over all these years the convent was often the venue of many dramatic historic events. Its walls remember Boris Godunov’s acception of the Russian Crown. From here started the expulsion of Polish invaders in 1612. Also here Peter the Great’s half-sister Sofia was forced to take the veil. In the oldest stone building, the Smolensk Cathedral, you can see it’s 16th century frescoes and fantastic icon display, made by the greatest tsars’ masters of that time. Since 1994 in the summer there are religious services in the Cathedral. On the convent’s grounds there are graves of the tsars’ relatives, members of boyar’s families, participants of Napoleonic War of 1812 as well as of writers and historians.
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 05 p.m.
Closed: Tuesday, first Monday of month.
Address: 1, Novodevichy proezd
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Museum and Panorama "Borodino Battle"
	The Patriotic war of 1812 or "Russian Campaign of Napoleon" occupies one of the most significant places in the century-old, dramatic history of Russia. That war became the beginning of the end of the Napoleon Empire; Napoleon-s Grand Army was completely destroyed in Russia. Currently, Museum-Panorama "The Borodino Battle" is the only Moscow Museum with exposition telling about the military campaign of 1812. 
Panorama was opened on August 29, 1912, in Moscow and has become the focal point of the historic-memorial complex in the honor of the victory of the Russian people. 
Opened in 1995, new exposition of the Museum displays its exhibits in few sections. Besides the panoramic view of Borodino battle the visitors may also examine some more exponents devoted to the prehistory of Patriotic war, the course of the campaign of 1812, as well as the military events of 1813-1814. 
Panorama "The Borodino Battle" occupies the central place among the museum exponents. The canvas is 115 meters long and 15 meters high. The painter - F. Rubo - decided to show the decisive moment of the battle - half past twelve of September 7, 1812. 
The Museum is equipped by modern means, including sound effects, etc. 
Working hours: from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed: Friday, last Thursday of month.
Address: 38, Kutuzovsky Prospect


